American Literature
Course Syllabus

2013-2014
Instructors:  Ms. Jackie Woodbury Phone: (989) 729-5547

Room:  218 






E-mails: woodbury@owosso.k12.mi.us 
Description:
This course is required for all 10th grade students.  It will introduce students to new writing techniques and literature by American authors.  
· The writing aspects of this course will focus a variety of essay styles (including persuasive, argumentative, reflection, literary, and cause and effect), unit vocabulary, and grammar activities.

· The literature portion of this course will include a variety of genres by American authors including fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry.  There will be several short stories as well as a play and two/three novels.  It will also include informational texts from current events based on each theme of study.  
· Students will study seven main themes for the year and make connections to the literature presented in class.  Students will be expected to analyze the literature, vocabulary and informational texts for form and content according the theme for each unit.
· Students are also expected to answer a bellwork question everyday.  They are responsible for keeping track of bellwork sheets and turning them in every two weeks for points.
Attendance:
It is very important that you are in class everyday.  Being in class on time and with materials is imperative.  There is a large amount of reading and writing for this course and missing class could easily cause you to fall behind.  You will benefit by coming to class and getting the available materials, receiving help from peers and myself and having some time to work on assignments.  Exams, quizzes, and homework often include questions on material presented only in class, so performance on these directly reflects attendance.  If you miss a day, it is your responsibility to get the materials you missed.
Make-Up Work:  In the event that you miss a class, you will have the amount of days you were gone to make up assignments with no grade penalty if the absences are excused.  I will be available after school for questions or help with work.  However, if an assignment is missed and you were in class you will receive a penalty grade and homework can only be turned in up to one day late.  If homework is not turned in, the grades will become zeros and a phone call will be made to parents after 3 missing assignments. It is your responsibility to check the calendar and absent work folders for your missing work.  
Grades:
A   = 
94 – 100


C = 
77 - 79
A- = 
90 – 93


C- = 
70 - 73
B+ = 
87 – 89


D+ = 
67 - 69
B   = 
84 – 86


D = 
64 - 66
B- = 
80 – 83


D- = 
60 - 63
C+ = 
77 – 79


F = 
59 and lower
Your grade is based on total points.  Keeping a list of your points on assignments will allow you to keep up with your grade.

Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty will result in a course grade of a 0.  Plagiarism involves submitting, as your own work, words or ideas originally presented by someone else.  This includes everything from an infraction apparently as minor as failure to document sources properly in a paper to outright copying.  To commit plagiarism is intellectually inexcusable, morally weak, and just plain stupid. 
FIRST SEMESTER:

Unit One – Paranoia & Hysteria
· Drama – The Crucible
· Informational Texts
· Writing Assignments 

· Personal Reflection
· Persuasive Essay
Unit Two – Individual & Society
· Essays
· “Self-Reliance”
· “Civil Disobedience”
· “Walden”

· Poetry

· “I Hear America Singing”

· “I Sit & Look Out”

· “Song of Myself”
· Writing Assignments

· Reflections
· Argumentative Essay

Unit Three – Fear & Reactions
· Short Stories

· “The Masque of Red Death”

· “The Cask of Amontillado”

· “A Rose for Emily”

· “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”

· Excerpts from Stiff
· Writing Assignments

· Research Paper
SECOND SEMESTER:

Unit Five – The American Dream
· Novel – The Great Gatsby 
· Informational Texts
· Writing Assignments 

· Personal Responses
· Literature Analysis

· Quote Responses
Unit Six – Family Values/Family Roles
· Novel – 

· Informational Texts
· Writing Assignments
· Personal Reflection

· Compare/Contrast Essay

Unit Seven – Overcoming Prejudices
· Poetry – Harlem Renaissance

· Informational Texts
· Writing Assignments

· Reflections

· Argumentative Essay

There will also be vocabulary for each unit and grammar lessons throughout the year.
This is a tentative schedule and can be altered according to your needs. I will always be available before and after school for extra help on assignments. 

IB OVERVIEW

International Baccalaureate (IB) offers high quality programs of international education to a worldwide community of schools. There are more than 700,000 IB students in more than 130 countries throughout the world. In essence, IB is a different way of approaching education. It is employed to organize cross-curricular units to give students a broader perspective of course content. Its main goal is to increase student awareness of global issues and better prepare them for the challenges of the 21st century. This course will still follow the Michigan Merit Curriculum based on the State of MI High School Content Expectations, but will be organized into IB units. 

The aim of all IB programs is to develop students who strive to be inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective. The traits of IB Learner Profile are embedded into every learning opportunity so students will develop their awareness of, and sensitivity to, the experiences of others beyond the local or national community.

PROCEDURES/RULES:

WE WILL :

· Follow the rules of the OHS Student Handbook

· Treat others as we would like to be treated and show care for our peers, teachers, ourselves and our building and community

· Listen to, participate with, and respect each other

· Work on communication with one another on a daily basis through class discussions, peer interaction, and writing assignments

· Be principled in all actions, responses and interactions

· Practice being open minded and respectful of all opinions

· Do our best to remain balanced in order to get the most out of class

MS WOODBURY & MS HAMMOND:

· Will provide opportunities for inquiry

· Help you become more knowledgeable

· Will provide assignments, scenarios, and articles that encourage thinking and forming your own opinions in a safe environment

· Will encourage you to be a risk-taker, to challenge yourself daily

· Will provide an environment where you feel comfortable, encouraged and supported while being reflective on lessons, topics, and assignments

OTHER:
· Save your passes for emergencies only

· Arrange for make-up work immediately after absence (I will not come to you!)
· Take care of all supplies used during class time

· Use only the materials you get permission to use

· Stay in your seat while teacher is speaking

· Work until the bell rings

· Be in charge of your own grade!

